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100th Anniversary of the
Mergenthaler Linotype

Ottmar Mergenthaler, aged 25, in an 1879 photograph.

On the wall at Marlboro Mats in the village of Marlboro,
N.Y., is a map of the U.S. that is covered with scores of
map pins. These vari-colored pins represent customers for
the company’s Linotype matrices, and there are pins in
every one of the fifty states of the Union. If anyone doubts
that the Linotype is still going strong 100 years after its
introduction in July, 1886, a glance at that customer map
ought to be convincing.

The Linotype is one of the most important inventions in
the history of printing, and represents an American contri-
bution to that history. Although Ottmar Mergenthaler was
born in Hatchel, Germany in 1854, and received his early
training as a watchmaker in Wirttemberg, his creative
career started and flourished after he arrived in Washington,
D.C. in 1872 at the age of eighteen. His first job could not
have been more serendipitous: he started work in the scien-
tific instrument shop of August Hahl, the son of his former
master in Germany.

For the next four years Mergenthaler’s skill and ingenuity
were applied to this work, and his special talents were soon

recognized. When Hahl transferred his business to Balti-
more in 1876, Mergenthaler accompanied him. One of his
first projects there was to correct the defects of a machine
intended to produce printing by a combination of typewrit-
ing and lithography. The idea for the invention came from
James O. Clephane of Washington. Although the machine
never yielded satisfactory results, it set Mergenthaler on
the path that he was to follow with such revolutionary results
in the future.

Clephane then suggested a machine that could punch
indented characters into papier-maché, producing type
through a stereotype casting. Mergenthaler, after a short
examination of the idea, doubted its practicality, but on
Clephane’s urging continued. Mergenthaler completed the
machine in late 1878, but in spite of much effort Mergen-
thaler’s misgivings proved correct. Clephane and his as-
sociates worked without Mergenthaler until 1884, when they
abandoned the project.

Mergenthaler demonstrates the “blower” Linotype for Whitelaw
Reid of the New York 7ribune in July, 1886. Drawing by ]J.
Coggleshall Wilson.
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After abandoning the Clephane project, Mergenthaler
proceeded entirely on his own, and began by rethinking the
entire concept. Here we can see the value of the outsider’s
objective thinking; if Mergenthaler had training in printing
it is quite likely he might have attempted another incremen-
tal improvement, instead of the revolutionary invention he
produced. For at the time of his work, in the 1880s, there
were scores of typesetting machines being invented and
many were in daily use in this country and in Britain.

Mergenthaler’s concept was to produce a machine that
did not merely set previously cast type, as the other machines
did, but to combine the casting of type with the composition
of text in a single operation. With the backing of Clephane
and L. G. Hine, a Washington lawyer, Mergenthaler pro-
duced a small experimental machine and then, in the fall
of 1883, a full-sized machine. This machine continued the
use of papier-maché matrices, but soon a new idea came
into Mergenthalier’s mind: “Why have a separate matrix at all;
why can I not stamp matrices into my type bars and cast metal into
them in the same machine?” By July, 1884 two new machines
on this principle were completed. In his own words,
“Smoothly and silently the matrices slid into their places, were clamped
and aligned, the pump discharged its contents, a finished Linotype,
shining like silver, dropped from the machine and the matrices returned
to their normal positions.” This was the first test of the direct
casting band machine of 1884. His backers formed The
National Typographic Company, and work proceeded.

A band machine with automatic wedges for line justifica-
tion was completed in February, 1885, and was seen and
complimented by President Chester Arthur. In a speech at
the time, Mergenthalier said “I am convinced, gentlemen, that
unless some method of printing can be devised which requires no type
at all, the method embodied in our invention will be the one used in
the future; not alone because it is cheaper, but mainly because it is
destined to secure superior quality.”

He next realized — somewhat to the dismay of his backers
— that single brass matrices would produce superior results,
and began work on the new machine. It was tested in the
summer of 1885, and was a complete success. A new com-
pany called The Mergenthaler Printing Company was or-
ganized, and with strong financial backing, it was decided
to build twelve of the new machines. The first machine
completed was sent to the New York T7ibune, where it was
used to set part of the paper of July 3, 1886. Before the last
of the twelve machines had been completed, Mergenthaler
had added nine patented improvements.

Business control of the venture passed into the hands of
a group of newspaper owners, who, seeing big profits in the
offing, ordered that 100 more machines be built at all speed.
Mergenthaler, who saw the possibility of further important
improvements, pleaded for time but was overruled. He pro-
ceeded with the work, struggling with the problem of produc-
ing brass matrices on a commercial scale by means of steel
punches, which were then engraved by hand. He was at
work on a punch engraving machine when the Benton
machine was completed, and Mergenthaler stopped work
on his own.

Trouble between the backers (headed by Whitelaw Reid
of the Tribune) and Mergenthaler had been brewing for some
time; now there came a split. After many bitter letters, he
resigned in 1888 and although the syndicate continued to
manufacture the Linotype machine, his own company,
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Ottmar Mergenthaler &
Co., continued to make
parts and to build the
blower machines for the
syndicate.

Meanwhile Mergen-
thaler devised such radi-
cal improvements that in
1891 the syndicate joined
with him again to form
The Mergenthaler Lino-
type Co., under the direc-
tion of Phillip T. Dodge.
Bitter feelings persisted,
however, and in 1895
Dodge sent a letter to
Mergenthaler in which he
requested that the inven-
tor allow the company to
drop his name from the
company title, on the grounds that it was too long, too
time-consuming to write out, and subject to misspelling.
Mergenthaler refused in a scathing letter: “Hoping to be
spared the intended humiliation, I am, Yours Truly, Ott.
Mergenthaler.” His name remained for the next 88 years
(with no apparent detriment to sales) until the present com-
pany, in 1983, finally accomplished the action initiated in
1895 by Dodge.

Constantly driving himself to perfect his invention,
Mergenthaler contracted tuberculosis in 1894 and began a
desperate struggle against the disease. In 1897 he fled to
the benign climate of New Mexico, but, sensing he had little
time left, he and his childrens’ tutor, Otto Schoenrich, began
his biography. The book was published anonymously in
1899, a few weeks before Mergenthaler’s death. It is a book
full of bitterness at his betrayal by the syndicate, and quiet
pride at his accomplishment.

Today, 100 years after its introduction, there is no doubt
about the significance of the Linotype in the history of print-
ing. The invention swept all the typesetting machines before
it, sharing honors only with the Monotype machine of Tol-
bert Lanston. In the field of newspaper composition, it was
supreme. In 1901 8,000 machines were in use, and by 1954,
70,000. Although the advent of phototypsetting has made
the Linotype something of an endangered species, it is un-
likely that it will ever by completely extinct. In any case,
the company that Mergenthaler began continues into the
age of the computer with the leading photocomposition sys-
tems. Indeed, it is the Linotype CRTronic desktop digital
typesetter that is used to produce this Newsletter. The day
has arrived that Mergenthaler alluded to in 1885, “a method
of printing ... which requires no type at all,” but in the
intervening century his inventions made possible the infor-
mation explosion whose effects are still being felt.

©1986 by Stephen O. Saxe

The “blower Linotype of 1886.
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6255 sunset Blvd

Hollywood, CA 90028
Dudenhofer, Richard G

31 Jerome Ave

Bloomfield, CT 06002
Duensing, Paul H

10180 East U Ave

Vicksburg, Ml 49097
Duggan, Mary K

university Of California

School Of Library Studies

Berkeley, CA 94720
Dummann, Frank L

105 Riverview Heights

Mayville, Wi 53050
Duncan, J David

1458 Sierra Creek Wy

San Jose, CA 95132
Dunlap, Prf Joseph

420 Riverside Dr-Apt 12G

New York, NY 10025
Dunton, Mary Jane

230 E 50Th Street

New York, NY 10022
Dupont, Inge

Braxmar Dr So

Harrison, NY 10528
Dzilvelis, Alexander

PO Box 589

Encino, CA 91316
E. Van Wissink, Lt.Col. G.

C/0 1208Th USAH Bldg 213

Ft Hamilton, NY 11252
Ebeling-Koning, Blanche T

7905 Mandan Rd #104

Geenbelt, MD 20770
Ebes, Hank

245 Nepean H'way

Parkdale 3194, Victoria, Australia

Eckman, James
921 -8Th Ave Sw
Rochester, MN 55302
Eddy, Rev W. D.
Christ Church
Tarrytown, NY 10591

Edelstein, J M
3421 34Th PI NW
Washington, DC 20016

Edelstein, Prof D.S.

84 Avondale Rd

Yonkers, NY 10710
Elder, Mary L

2401 Calvert St. NW

Washington, DC 20008
Elkind, Miriam

8 Marion Ave

Albany, NY 12203

Ellenbogen, Rudoiph
55 Coralyn Av
White Plains, NY 10605
Elliott, C Daniel
university Of California Lib
Davis, CA 95616

Ellis, Arthur
83 Camelot Road
Parsippany, NJ 07054

Emch, Lucile B
752 Alvison Rd
Toledo, OH 43612




England, Mrs Pat G
3001 Ellicott St N\W
Washington, DC 20008

Erasmus Books,

1027 E Wayne
South Bend, IN 46617

Ettlinger, Prof John
Dalhousie University
School Of Library Services
Halifax, NS B3H 4 Canada

Evans, Leslie
17 Bay Street
Watertown, MA 02172

Evans, Ruth Anne
742 De Camp Ave
Schenectady, NY 12309

Everett, Graham
29 Greenlawn Road
Sound Beach, NY 11789

F.F.G. Penney, DrChris T
170 Broadway-Suite 201
New York, NY 10038

Fairleigh Dickinson,
Friendship Library-Periodicals
Madison, NJ 07940

Fairleigh Dickinson,
University Library
Period Sect. 285 Madison Ave
Madison, NJ 07940

Fang, Dr J Riss
156 Common St
Belmont, MA 02178

Famer, David
De Golyer Library
Southern Methodist Univ.
Dallas, TX 75248

Farrell, Mark
11 Clearview Drive
Newtown, PA 18340

Farren, Donald
Mc Keldin Library
university Of Maryland
College Park, MD 20742

Felcone, Joseph J
PO Box 366
Princeton, NJ 08540

Ferguson, Sarah W
6 Stanworth Lane
Princeton, NJ 08540

Femn, Alan M
3605 Raymond St
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Fielding, Edgar X
1067 San Marcos Dr
Hemet, CA 92343

Fiering, Noman
John Carter Brown Library
P 0 Box 1894
Providence, Rl 02912

Figliomeni, Michelle P
Helms Hill Rd
Washingtonville, NY 10992

Filby, PW
8344 Madison St
Savage, MD 20763

Fine, RUth E
National Gallery Of Art
Dept Graphic Arts
Washington, DC 20565

Firefly Press,

Attn: John G Kristensen
23 Village Street
Somerville, MA 02143

Fisher, llo
5747 Detrick-Jordan Rd
Springfield, OH 45502

Fleming, Dick
2417 Camino Agua Azul
Sante Fe, NM 87505

Fleming, Donald R
8 Ow! Hill Rd
Orinda, CA 94563
Fleming, Patricia
Univ Toronto Fac Lib Info. Sci
140 St George St
Toronto, ON M4V 2 Canada

Flint, Richard W
3751 Beech Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21211

Florida St Univ,
Serials Dept
Robert Manning-Strozier Libry
Tallahassee, FL 32306

Folchi, George A
151 California Rd
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
Folger Shakespeare Library,
Acquistions Dept
201 E Capitol St
Washington, DC 20003
Ford, Margaret L
Klettenberggurtel 59
5000 Koln 41, West Germany
Francis, Gloria A
16739 Shaftsbury
Detroit, Ml 48219
Frank, David
99 Albermarie Rd
White Plains, NY 10605

Franklin, Murray
60 George Road
Quincy, MA 02170

Franklin Library, The
Attn: Michael Mendelson
800 Third Ave
New York, NY 10022

Fraser, Dr. James
168 Mountain way
Morris Plains, NJ 07950

Frautschi, Richard L
RD 1 Box 126-C
Port Matilda, PA 16870

Frautschi, Walter A
Webcrafters Inc
P O Box 7608
Madison, WI 53707

Freitag, Wolfgang/D
43 Fair Oaks Dr
Lexington, MA 02173

French, Hannah D
124 Washington Rd
Rye, NH 03870

Frey, Janice
21-17 45Th Road #2
Long Island City, NY 11101

Friedlander, Royal
100-22 Bellamy Loop #22G
Bronx, NY 10475

Friedman, Joan M
178 Linden Street
New Haven, CT 06511

Frohlich, Wm. H.

National Paper Trade Assoc
111 Great Neck Road
Great Neck, NY 11021

Garrett, Margaret S
1304 Midland Ave A 68
Yonkers, NY 10704

Gelfand, Dr Morris
Stone House-Post Dr
Roslyn Harbor, NY 11576

Gentry, Helen
1170 Camino Delora
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Genz, Marcella
1369 Kelly Ave
Sebastopol, CA 95472

Geo Washington Univ,
Gelman Library
Serials Dept
Washington, DC 20052

Georgetown University Library,

Serials Department

P O Box 37445

Washington, DC 20057
Gerold & Co Booksellers,

Graben 31

wien, A-101 Austria
Gertzman, Jay

36 East Avenue

Wellsboro, PA 16901

Getty Center Library, J. Paul

Serials Department

401 Wilshire Bivd

Santa Monica, CA 90401
Gibson, Gregory

76 Langsford St

Gloucester, MA 01330
Gifford, G Louise

Shirt Pocket Press

Box 127

Warrenville, CT 06278
Gif ford, Hilda

150 Driveway-Apt 109

Ottawa, K2P 1 Canada
Gilbo, Richard P

P O Box #12

Carpinteria, CA 93013

Gilheany, Steve
1631 Camden Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90025
Gladstone, M J
310 East 75Th Street
New York, NY 10021

Glasser, Howard T
28 Forge Road
Assonet, MA 02702

Glick, Evelyn H
58 Hoyt St
Darien, CT 06820

Glick, William J
115 Mattabaset Dr
Meriden, CT 06450

Glines, ElsaF

22566 Fifth St

Hayward, CA 94541
Godar, John L

279 Nob Hill Dr

Walinut Creek, CA 94596
Golden, Jack

25 West 43rd St

New York, NY 10036
Goldsmith Jr, Arthur

1425 Golf Club Lane

Clarksville, TN 37040
Goldstein, Gerald S

46 Broad Rock Road

Peacedale, RI 02883
Goldstein, Leonard

P 0 Box 12280

Santa Ana, CA 92712
Goodrich, David

180 Dean Street

Brooklyn, NY 11217
Gorby, Jerry

4801 Hickory St

S Charleston, WV 25309
Gordon, Ronald

The Oliphant Press

145 Hudson St  14Th Floor

New York, NY 10013
Gottschall, Edward L

International Typeface Corp

2 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza F

New York, NY 10017
Gould, Barry M

150 Manor Crescent

New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Gould, Charles P

1200 Old Mill Rd

San Marino, CA 31108
Gourary, Paul

45 E 85Th St

New York, NY 10028
Graden, Regis M

3024 Daphney Ct

Simi Valley, CA 93063
Graham, Dr Arthur

336 Desha Rd

Lexington, KY 40502
Graham, Peter S

560 Riverside Dr #12L

New York, NY 10027

Grandinet te, Maria L
Book Conservation Lab
200 Hill Street
Ann Arbor, Ml 48104

Grannis, Chandler B
242 Midland Ave
Montclair, NJ 07042

Grastorf, Dennis J
The Angelica Design Group
920 Broadway Room 1005
New York, NY 10010

Green, James N
Library Company Philadelphia
1314 Locust Street
Philadelphia, PA 18107

Greenberg, Stephen J.
2124 Lurting Ave.
Bronx, NY 10461

Greenfield, Harold
450 E 20Th St
New York, NY 10009

Greer, David F
183 Limekiln Road
Ridgefield, CT 06877
Griffin, Craig P
341 Catawba Ave
Akron, OH 44301
Grif fin, Maurice J
215 W Grand Cental Av-505
Tampa, FL 33606

Grolier Club, The
Library
47 E 60Th St
New York, NY 10022

Gross, Peter
R R #1 Box 407
Woodstown, NJ 08098
Grosslight, Charles L
232 Sunset Av
Englewood, NJ 07631
Grube, Wol fgang
350 Summit Avenue
Leonia, NJ 07605

Grush, Russell B
26 Oak Hill Drive
Hampstead, NH 03841
Grushkin, Philip
86 E Linden Av
Englewood, NJ 07631

Grycz, Czeslaw J
8637 Arbor Dr
El Cerrito, CA 94530
Guelker, Francis T
9420 Mac Kenzie Circle Court
St Louis, MO 63123
Gummeman, BH & BK
217 East Front St
Bloomington, IL 61701
Haas, Elaine
213 West 35Th St
New York, NY 10001
Haber, Robert Jay
1111 Park Ave
New York, NY 10128
Hackenberg, Michael
Grad Library Sch/uUniv Chicago
1100 East 57Th Street
Chicago, IL 60637
Haddad, Rosemary

4447 Ouest Boul.De Maisonneuve

westmount, QU H3Z 1 Canada
Hagley Museum & Lib,

Acquisitions Department

P O Box 3630

Wilmington, DE 19807
Hagstrom, Dr J

Dept Of Pathology/Harlem Hosp

136Th St & Lenox Av

New York, NY 10037
Halevy, B

84 Joicey Blvd

Toronto, ON MSM 2 Canada
Halporn, Barbara

Indiana univ Library

Bloomington, IN 47401

Halporn, Barbara

#1060 Library

Indiana Univ Library

Bloomington, IN 47401
Hamilton, Bruce T

Press Of The Oregon Hist Soc

1230 S W Park Ave

Portland, OR 97205
Hammel, Kenneth W

6570 Callander Drive

Bethesda, MD 20817
Hamparian, Arthur

77 Everett Rd

Demarest, NJ 07627
Handy, Christophe

9844 Singieton Court

Bethesda, MD 20817
Hanff, Peter E

Univ Of Calif

The Bancroft Library

Berkeley, CA 94720
Hanley, Richard J

5844 North 45th Place

Phoenix, AZ 85018
Hanrahan, George A

3009 Grand Ave Apt-10

Des Moines, IA 50312
Hansen, Noman G

NE Printer & Publisher

P OBox 810 12 Carleton Dr

Newburyport, MA 01850
Hansen, Robert A

110 Main Street

Roslyn, NY 11576
Harlan, Prof RD

Univ California

Sch Lib/Information Studies

Berkeley, CA 94720

Harmon, Robert B

964 Chapel Hill wWay

San Jose, CA 95122
Harrigan, Francis X

2530 Wycliffe Rd

Baltimore, MD 21234
Harrington, Richard

Harrington's Craft Press

162 E Third St

winona, MN 55987
Harris, Carolyn

Columbia Univ Libraries

New York, NY 10027
Harris, Elizabeth

Graphic Arts Div

Smithsonian Institution

Washington, DC 20560
Harris, Stan

RR1 Box 41A

Eaton, NY 13334

Hart, Horace
6219 Canadice Hill Road
Springwater, NY 14560
Harvard, Stephen E
The Stinehour Press
RFD
Lunenberg, VT 05906

Harvard College,
Library
Serials Records Div
Cambridge, MA 02138
Harvey, Joel
5707 Rawlings Ave
Woodland Hills, CA 91367

Haskell Jr, John D

117 Matoaka Court

Williamsburg, VA 23185
Hatcher, John B

3104 Silver Lake Road

Minneapolis, MN 55418
Hauck, Alice HR

42 Harvest Street

Providence, RI 02908
Hawes Jr, Leland M

5009 Dickens Av

Tampa, FL 33629
Hawley, Timothy

2114 Douglass Blvd

Louisville, KY 40205
Hayter, Jean

3489 Ft Independence St Apt 6B

Bronx,, NY 10463
Haywood, William F

2344 Parkway Blvd

Alliance, OH 44601
Hazen, Mrs Allen

460 Riverside Dr

New York, NY 10027
Healy, Sean & Pat

Healys’ Graphic Ark

423 Forest Dr

union, NJ 07083
Hebert, Catherine

5437 Aylesboro Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Hef felfinger, Ellen B

1910 Fullton Street #5

San Francisco, CA 94117
Heim, David

333 East 80Th Street

New York, NY 10021

Heiskell, Charles
1352 Apsley Rd
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Heite, Edward F
21 S Main St
Camden, DE 19934

Helbert, Prof CL
P OBox 97
Milwaukee, WI 53201

Helfand, William H
945 Fifth Av
New York, NY 10021

Hetler, Joshua
P O Box 70268
Washington, DC 20088
Heller, Stephen V
Printing Ind Of I Assn
200 East Ontario St
Chicago, IL 60611
Heller, Steven
7 West 16Th Street
New York, NY 10011




Helyar, L E James
933 Ohio St
Lawrence, KS 66044

Hench, John B
168 Institute Road
Worcester, MA 01602

Henderson, Lois C
1404 Hartford Rd
Austin, TX 78703
Henry, Barbara
285 Pacific Ave
Jersey City, NJ 07304
Henry, R. Duane
Printers Supply of Ind., Inc.
PO Box 886
Indianapolis, IN 46206
Henson, Stephen
P OBox 1601
Ruston, LA 71273

Hentges, Michael
129 Baltic Street #2C
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Heman, Linda E
3101 Briarwood Court
Fullerton, CA 92635

Hershberger, Daniel R
43916 Joy Rd
Plymouth, Ml 48170

Hershof f, Robert
P O Box 43607
Tucson, AZ 85733

Hesterberg, William G
1225 Greenwood
Evanston, IL 60201

Heyeck, Robin
25 Patrol Court
Woodside, CA 94062

High Schi of Grahpic,
Communication Arts Library
439 West 49th Street
New York, NY 10019

Hildebrandt Prop, W J

The Cellar Press

25 Beaverbrook Rd

W Simsbury, CT 06092
Hill, Boyd

490 Angell St Apt. 309D

Providence, Rl 02906
Hill, William W

Cross Hill Books

P O Box 798

Brunswick, ME 04011
Hiller, Robert C

150-73 S Rancho Santa Fe

San Marcos, CA 92069

Hinz, James A
435 Riverview Road
Swarthmore, PA 19081

Hodges, Frances H
5602 Edmundson Ave
Baltimore, MD 21229

Hoffberg, Judith A
PO Box 40100
Pasadena, CA 91104

Hof fman, Richard J
5732 Buffalo Av
Van Nuys, CA 91401
Hogarth, William
207 Carpenter Ave-PO Box 217
Sea Cliff, NY 11579

Holley, Donald M
5435 Anza St
San Francisco, CA 94121

Hol ter, Tim
21 North Sterling
St Paul, MN 55119

Holtzberg, Maggie
4716 Springfield Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Hoover, Roland A
205 Blake Road
Hamden, CT 06517

Hopkins, Richard L
Hill & Dale Type Foundry
PO Box 263
Terra Alta, WV 26764
Hom, John
Sentinel Press & Studio
7801 Westwood Ave
Little Rock, AR 72204
Hoshino, Marvin
100 Hudson St Apt 6B
New York, NY 10013

Hostetter, Alice W
109 E Charlotte St
Millersville, PA 17551
Hounion, Morris A
400 Argyle Rd Apt RA 3
Brooklyn, NY 11218

Houser, P
23 Three Sisters Road
St. James, NY 11780
Hove, Arthur
4254 Manitou Way
Madison, Wi 53711

Howard, Albert A
5 Ricker Park Apt D-3
Portland, ME 04101

Howard University Library,
Acquisitions Dept Serials
Room #105
Washington, DC 200539

Howell, Alfred H
4602 Palisade Av
Bronx, NY 10471

Hoyem, Andrew

460 Bryant St

San Francisco, CA 94107
Hughes, Timothy J

2410 North Hills Drive

Williamsport, PA 17701
Hugo, Uancy E

24 River St

New Canaan, CT 06840

Hulse, Elizabeth
221 Balliol St Apt 1225
Toronto, ON M45 1 Canada

Humanities Research Center,
Univ Of Texas-Betty Anders
Po Box 7219
Austin, TX 78712

Hunt, Harold E
3128 Lincoln Way
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Hunter Jr, Dard
POBox 771
Chillicothe, OH 45601

Hunting, Ralph D.
227 Bergen Street
Brooklyn,, NY 11217
Huntington Library, The
C/0 Daniel H Woodward
San Marino, CA 91108
Huss, Richard E
Willow Valley Manor #8211
211 Willow Valley Square
Lancaster, PA 17602

Hutner, Martin W
20 West 9Th St
New York, NY 10011

Hut tner, Sidney F
C/0 University Of Tulsa Lib
600 So College
Tulsa, OK 74104
Hyder, Darrell
23 High St
N Brookfield, MA 01535
1-Hsiung Chang, Joseph
423 West 120Th St
New York, NY 10027
Ichiyama, D.
Dept Of Creative Arts
Purdue University
West Lafayette, IN 47307

lllinocis State University,
Library-Serials Dept
Normal, IL 61761

Indiana Histrcl Soc,
Library
315 West Ohio St
Indianapolis, IN 46202

Indiana University,
Libraries
Serials Department
Bloomington, IN 47405

Ing, Janet
The Scheide Library
Princeton Univ Library
Princeton, NJ 08544

Ingeman, Charles S.
3291 Church School Road
Doylestown, PA 18901

Ingram, John E
119 Albermarie Dr
Williamsburg, VA 23185

Int’l Museum of Photography,
George Eastman House
900 East Ave
Rochester, NY 14607

Jackson, Bill
The 4 Ducks Press
2222 Rivera
Wichita, KS 67211
Jacobowitz, Rose
10 W 16Th St Apt 7G So
New York, NY 10011
Jaffe, JG
Sweet Briar College
Box 112
Sweet Briar, VA 24595

James M Milne Library,
State University College
Periodical Department
Oneonta, NY 13820

Jaspert, W P
93 A Belsize Lane
London, NW3 5 England

Javorski, Susanne
40 West Street
Middietown, CT 06457
Jesse, Nan
Mink Hill Road
Bradford, VT 05033
Jestrab, Frank F.
The Carleton #309
4550 North Park Ave
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Jewish Nat’l & Univ Library,
Periodical Dept-PO Box 503
Jerusalem 91004, Israel

Joachim, Florence
C/0 Printing News
468 Park Avenue South
New York, NY 10016

Johnson, Bruce L
California Historica Soc Lib
2099 Pacific Ave
San Francisco, CA 94109

Johnson, Bryan R
73 Pine Street
Haworth, NJ 07641

Johnson, Carl
1136 W Wayland Dr
Oak Creek, WI 53154
Johnson, Herbert H
10 Rensselaer Drive
Pittsford, NY 14534

Jones, Harold
160 Henry St
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Joseph, Michael
43-17 25th Avenue
Astoria,, NY 11103
Joyce, William L
32 N. Stanworth Dr
Princeton, NJ 08540
Jumonville, Miss F.M.
7911 Birch Street
New Orieans,, LA 70118

Jurist, Janet
510 East 86Th St
New York, NY 10028
Kahn, Ellen B
152 Mercer Street
New York, NY 10012
Kai, Miwa
690 Ft Washington Ave Apt 5K
New York, NY 10040

Kaimowitz, Jeffrey H
106 vera St
W Hartford, CT 06119

Kalamazoo College Library,
Director: Elanor Pinkham
Kalamazoo, Ml 49007

Kamm, Sylvan
3503 Rodman St NW
Washington, DC 20008

Kane,G &M
252 Third Ave
Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Kavin, Melvin

4860 Gregg Rd

Pico Rvera, CA 90660
Keams, Patrick

412 Mountainview Ave

Staten Island, NY 10314
Keijser, G J

Leidse Slootweg 4

2481 Kh Woubrugge, Holland
Keith, Quentin

335 Broad Street

Red Bank, NJ 07701

Kelly, Jerry
81-16 167Th St
Jamaica, NY 11432
Kelly, Jon R
1400 Graham Rd
Silver Lake, OH 44224

Kelly, Richard A

3800 South Harlan St

Denver, CO 80235
Kent, John F

4 North Ridge Rd

New London, CT 06320
Kent, Mary R

4 North Ridge Road

New London, CT 06320

Kershner, Charles J
638 North Belmont Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
Key, Christophr
423 North Carroll Street
Madison, Wi 53703
Kielbowicz, Richard B
School Of Communications
University Of Washington
Seattle, WA 98195
Killie, J F
O’Hare Airport Station
P O Box 66105
Chicago, IL 60666
King, Comelia S
611 S 48Th Street
Philadehia, PA 19143
Kirshenbaum, Sandra D
P O Box 3394
San Francisco, CA 94119
Kivi, E Karen
110 First Street S W
Crosby, MN 56441
Klein, Benjamin F
1351 Spring Lawn Ave
cincinnati, OH 45223
Kiensch, CH
17 W 54 St Apt 3C
New York, NY 10019

Klutts, William
Lauderdale Cnty Enterprises
PO Drawer 289
Ripley, TN 38063

Kner, Andrew P
147 E 18T St
New York, NY 10003

Knoepfler,P & M DW
317 South 52nd St
Omaha, NE 68132

Koch, Peter R
439 23rd Street
Oakland, CA 94612

Kocher, Lewis A
100 Erie Insurance Place
Erie, PA 16530

Koda, Paul S
Scool Of Library Science
Catholic Univ Of America
Washington, DC 20064

Koenig, Michael E
320 East 42nd St
New York, NY 10017

Koninklijke Biblioth,

Aid Aanwinsten Postbus 90407

2509 Lk Den Haag, Holland

Korey, Marie E
2020 Delancey Place
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Kotin, David B.
191 Albany Avenue
Toronto,, ON MSR 3 Canada
Kottler, Bamet
136 Sumac Dr
W Lafayette, IN 47906

Kraus, Joe W
302 Mecherle Dr
Bloomington, IL 61701
Krek, Miroslav
805 Boston Post Rd
Weston, MA 02193
Krimpon, H. V.
Churchill - LAAN 3KA
ADAM GU, Netherlands

Krivanek, Jennifer
79 Jefferson Ave
Island Park, NY 11558
Kronenberg, John L
P O Box 651
Falmouth, MA 02541

Kruger, Linda M
32 Hillside Avenue
Montclair, NJ 07042

Krummel, D.W.
702 West Delaware Ave
Urbana, IL 61801

Kuhta, Candace
93 East Main Street
Canton,, NY 13617

Kulakowsky, Kenneth B
15 Cedar Drive
Willow Street, PA 17584

Ladner, David
34 Wakefield St
Hamden, CT 06517

Lake Forest College,

Donnelley Library

Lake Forest, IL 60045
Lancaster, J &R

Box 775

Williamsburg, MA 01096
Lander, Jr., Carl F.

214 East Main St.

West Newton, PA 15089

Landis, Dennis C
R R 1 Box 1002 Hartford Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234
Lange, Thomas V
181 So Marengo #9
Pasadena, CA 91101
Langley, Merle
East Shore Road Box 214U
Coolin, ID 83821
Lasko, David J
189 Markham Street
Middletown, CT 06457
Lasky, Jacob S
Guildford C 4038
Boca Raton, FL 33434
Last,Jay T
609 Mountain Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Laws, George

23-75 315t Street

Long Island City, NY 11105
Lawson, Alexander

13 Lanier Road

Jekyll Island, GA 31520
Lazarus, EM

25 Thatchwood Ct

No. Brunswick, NJ 08902
Leab, D &K

P OBox 216

Washington, CT 06793
Lee, Mrs Helen

One Melvin Court

Oakland, CA 94602
Leenouts, Dr Kenneth

W 250 S 6475 Center Rd

Waukesha, Wi 53186

Lefkowitch, Shelley
333 East 66Th Street
New York, NY 10021

Leiber, Gershon
7 Park Ave
New York, NY 10016

Lemke, Dr Darrell
9207 Chanute Dr
Bethseda, MD 20814

Lemke, Susan

4921 Seminary Rd #1403

Alexandria, VA 22311
Lent, Dr John A

669 Ferne Blvd

Drexel Hill, PA 13026
Lemer, Abe

101 W 12Th St

New York, NY 10011

Lermer, David
146 West 4Th St
New York, NY 10012

Leslie, Dr Robert
140 Lincoln Rd
Brooklyn, NY 11225
Levang, Rex
2800 Grand Avenue #304
Minneapolis, MN 55408
Levy, Harold R
5401 Edgemoor Lane
Bethesda, MD 20014
Lewis, C.D.
125 Mc Lenaghan Mill Rd
Wynnewood, PA 19096




Lewis, dr Blaine

1-E Suburban Medical Plaza

4001 Dutchmans Lane

Louisville, KY 40207
Libbey, David C

57 Austin St

New Haven, CT 06515
Library, Scholes

NYS College Of Ceramics

Alfred University

Alfred, NY 14802
Library Of Congress,

E & GDiv

10 First Street, S.E.

Washington, DC 20540
Liebeman, Frank J

P O Box 186

Woodstock, VT 05091
Liebeman, Jethro K

Mac Donald, Charles R
RD 2 Long Ridge Rd
Bedford, NY 10506

Mac Donald, Mrs D.
315 W 70Th St
New York, NY 10023

Mac Donald, Sara
238 E. Thompson St
Philadelphia, PA 19125
Mac Gilvray, Daniel R
P O Box 9370 Trade Center Sta
Alexandria, VA 22304
Mac Leod, Stephen E
111 1/2 Marine Avenue
Balboa Island, CA 92662
Macherone, Charles A
11120 Dwarfs Circle
Dallas, TX 75229
Mahoney, J Carroll

11 Fraser Place Carriage House P O Box 12

Hastings, NY 10706

Liebeman, Mrs E K

7 Stony Run

New Rochelle, NY 10804
Lindberg, Donald D

322 Eimwood Ave South

Fargo, ND 58103
Lindner, E & H

612 E 12Th St

Los Angeles, CA 90015
Liska, Robert

POBoOX E

Epping, NH 03042
Little, Martha

Univ Libr/Univ Michigan

Conservation Lab/200 Hill St

Ann Arbor, Ml 48104
Livingston, Paul vV

2421 SE Ash St

Portland, OR 97214
Logan,H& A

12432 Ranchview Dr

Santa Ana, CA 92705
Logan, Kuyk

6106 River Mill Court

Spring, TX 77379
London College of Printing,

Main Library Elephant & Castle

London, SE1 6 England
Long, Robert P

445 Glen Court

Cutchogue, NY 11935

Long Island University,

CW Post Library

Grad Lib-School Library

Greenvalle, NY 11548
Loos, Curator, William H

Buffalo & Erie County Pub Lib

Lafayette Square-Rare Bk Rm

Buffalo, NY 14203
Lorczak, David

300 Field St

Rochester, NY 14620
Lorson, James

305 N Harbor Blvd #A-9

Fullerton, CA 92632
Louisiana St Univ,

Library-Serials Dept.

Baton Rouge, LA 70803
Lowe, Mildred

120 Glengariff Rd

Massapequa Park, NY 11762
Lowenthal, Jane

3100 Connecticut Av NW

Washington, DC 20008
Luborsky, Ruth

514 Spruce St

Philadelphia, PA 19106
Lundquist, Linnea

5920 Broadway

Oakland, CA 94618
Lundy, M Winslow

324 Wister Rd

Wynnewood, PA 19096
Lustig, Theodore

21 The Fairway

Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
Luttrell, Jordan D

982 Hayes St

San Francisco, CA 94117
Mac Collister,RS
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EDITOR'S NOTES

Mark Hofmann, the Salt Lake City dealer in Mormon docu-
ments and discoverer of “The Oath of a Freeman” described
in previous issues, was the subject of a hearing on May 22
in Salt Lake City. It was decided that he would be bound
over for trial in the fall on two counts of first-degree murder,
three homicide charges, and 25 counts of forgery and fraud
involving historical documents.

Without going into the details — which are many and
complex — as far as the Oath is concerned, this is what has
come to light: according to testimony, on March 8, 1985
DeBouzek Engraving made a printing plate for a “Mike
Harris” who gave as his phone number Mark Hoffmann’s
unlisted number. Although the plate was headed “The Oath
of a Freeman,” the image below it was 19th century sheet
music. It has been alleged that from this plate was printed
a piece which Hofmann planted at the Argosy bookshop,
purchased for $25, and received a receipt dated March 13,
1985. On March 25th Debouzek Engraving made another
letterpress engraving for “Mike Harris,” which had a cap-
tion calling it a “Quaker catechism.” The remainder of the
image appears to be an exact duplicate of the Hofmann
“Freeman’s Oath.” Because the DeBouzek Engraving nega-
tive is in evidence, it has not been possible to make a direct
comparison with the printed “Oath.” The discovery of the
letterpress plate puts new doubt on the authenticity of the
“Oath.” It may be that letterpress is still the only method
for some kinds of printing.

We thank Hugh Williamson, editor of the Printing Histor-
ical Society Bulletin, for his good wishes expressed in the
current issue, Bulletin 18. We are also happy that one matter
that jarred him (aesthetically speaking), the use of lining
instead of old style figures with our Baskerville type, has
been corrected. Newsletter 71 had the historically more appro-
priate old-style figures, which we do prefer.

Bulletin 18, by the way, leads off with a reprint On learning
the printer’s trade from an English publication, Family
Economist, of 1855. It is recommended reading. Also recom-
mended is membership in the Printing Historical Society.
For information about membership, in the U.S. write to
David Pankow, School of Printing, Rochester Institute of
Technology, One Lomb Memorial Drive, Rochester, NY.

14623.

We want to congratulate Rollo G. Silver, who was
awarded an honorary Doctor of Letters by Brown University
on May 26th. The citation read, in part, “for pioneering
work in the field of bibliography and the history of the
American printing and book trade industries.” The degree
of Doctor of Letters seems especially appropriate in this case.

Although the U.S. has yet to
honor Ottmar Mergenthaler with
a stamp commemorating the
1ooth anniversary of the Linotype, 16
Germany has done so. We repro- : :
duce here the stamp with his like- : ’ 4 lO
ness and that of his invention. E DEHFSC , ,,,, ,, ,______,
APHA has written the USPS urging a stamp be issued, but
there seems little chance that it will happen in 1986.
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Nominations are being sought for the APHA Individual and
Institutional Awards, to be presented in January, 1987. An
award will be made to an individual “for a distinguished
contribution to the study, recording, preservation or dis-
semination of printing history, in any special area or in
general terms.” The institutional award is “for institutions
which have sponsored, supported, or themselves made dis-
tinguished contributions to the study, recording, preserva-
tion or dissemination of printing history.” Institutions,
whether for profit or not, may submit nominations on their
own behalf] or they may be nominated by others. Deadline
for nominations is Sept. 19. For further information, or to
make nominations, write APHA, Committee on Awards,
P.O. Box 4922, Grand Central Station, New York, NY
10163.

The APHA Conference, Sept. 27, has announced its fifth
speaker. Edward Edgerton-Williams, the printer of Alecto
Editions, will talk about printing from copperplates. He is
in charge of printing of a new edition of Audubon’s Birds of
America from the original copper plates.

Mills College (5000 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland, Calif.
94613) has announced the details of APHA’s first annual
Lieberman Lecture in typography. The event will take place
Thursday, Nov. 6 at the Mills campus in Oakland. Mills
offers many master’s and undergraduate courses on book
arts and history. The speaker will be Claire Van Vliet, the
well-known printer and proprietor of the Janus Press in
Vermont. She will speak on developments in American fine
press printing over the past decade. She will also conduct
several workshops for Mills students, and for the public on
November 8th. An exhibition of Van Vliet work will also
be on view at Mills through the end of December.

NOTES & QUERIES

Janet Butler Munch (Special Collections Librarian, Lehman
College, City University of NY, Bedford Park Blvd. West,
Bronx, NY 10468) seeks biographical information on A.A.
Turner, a photo-lithographer who prepared views and plans
in the Hudson River Views series published by Appleton in
1860.

Andrea Swanson (5721 S. Kimbark Ave., Chicago, IL
60637) would like information, sources, and any other ma-
terial relating to pre-World War I lithographed cigar bands.
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Four tons of foundry type is offered for sale at $4.50/1b. by
Sylvan Kamm, (3503 Rodman St., Washington, DC 20008,
tel. 202-244-4276.) The type, in original wrappers, is from
European foundries such as Stephenson Blake, Stempel,
Bauer, Haas, Nebiolo, and others. Send $1 and SASE to
Mr. Kamm for a copy of the inventory and ordering infor-
mation.

American Type Founders is offering many of their faces
now in stock at a more than 50% reduction from list price,
in an effort to reduce overruns. Some of the available faces
are Americana, P.T. Barnum, Caslon 540, Cloister, Cen-
tury, Goudy Oldstyle, and Souvenir. For a complete listing,
write to Kingsley/ATF Corp., 200 Elmore Ave., Elizabeth,
NJ 07207, tel. 201-353-1000. The company will also accept
group orders of 25 of the same font at a 30% discount.

Mr. C.J. Stotts is selling as a unit the Brass Finial Press,
which includes a Wesel Washington hand press, Pearl
7X 11, C&P 12X 18, proof press, cutter, saw, and 335 fonts
of type in cabinets and 70 fonts of wood type. Inquiries
regarding purchase of the shop should be sent to Mr. Stotts,
115 N. Raines St., Plainfield, Indiana 46168, tel. 317-839-

BOOLS

With this issue the Newsletter will begin noting and reviewing
significant books dealing with the history of printing and
its allied arts.

Book Notes The Encylopaedia of Typefaces, Sth edition,
is an invaluable reference showing, in large format, most of
today’s typefaces and a good many of historical importance.
A limited reprint of the volume (by W.P. Jaspert, W. Turner
Berry and A.F. Johnson) is available through Sterling Pub-
lishing Co., 2 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10016.

Other important books dealing with printing history and
the book arts are available through The Ayer Company,
Publishers, 382 Main St., P.O. Box 958, Salem, New Hamp-
shire 03079. Some of the reprint editions available are: Amer-
ican Dictionary of Printing and Bookmaking (1894); E. Gordon
Duff’s The Printers, Stationers and Bookbinders of Westminister
and London from 1476 to 1535 (1906); Douglas McMurtrie’s
A History of Printing in the United States (Middle Atlantic States
— all issued) (1936); Munsell’s Typographical Miscellany
(1850); Henry Plomer’s English Printers’ Ornaments (1924)
and William Savage’s A Dictionary of the Art of Printing (1841).
There are many more.

Robert Oldham, the energetic proprietor of the Mountain
Lion Printing Preservation Society (344 White Oak Creek
Road, Burnsville, NC 28714) has issued a useful directory
of museums which include printing exhibits. There are 120
entries, giving names and address, hours, admission fees,
etc. It is available for $3 postpaid from Mr. Oldham. Also
available from him is information about the Society’s efforts
to preserve and protect the tradition of letterpress printing.

The Printer & the Pardoner. By Paul Needham.
Washington, Library of Congress, 1986. Until Dec. 31,
$27.50; $35 thereafter. Mail orders: add $2.

Paul Needham, curator of printed books and bindings at
the Pierpont Morgan Library, created a stir a few years ago
with his hypothesis that the Catholicon (attributed to Guten-

. berg) was printed using slugs of type (i.e., stereotype castings

of two full lines) rather than individual types. Now he has
recorded his discovery of a hitherto unknown printing by
Caxton. The account is fascinating, and, I may add, exciting
for those of us who enjoy historial discoveries, the sudden
opening of a window to the past.

In 1980 Mr. Needham was examining a volume in the
Lessing Rosenwald Collection at the Library of Congress.
It consisted of four books printed by Caxton, 1479-81, bound
together. Mr. Needham noticed that there was printing on
the quire guards (long strips of vellum in the center of each
gathering, to prevent the sewing thread from pulling through
the paper.) Examination of these strips in situ showed that
they were sliced from a single, previously unrecorded broad-
side indulgence, printed in Caxton’s type 4 (1480-84.) They
were binder’s scraps, probably from Caxton’s bindery. The
book was disassembled once again (it had been rebound in
about 1530) and the quire guards were examined in more
detail.

There were 12 strips in all, including some strips cut from
additional copies. When they were assembled in the proper
order, some were missing, probably lost during the 1530
rebinding. The indulgence had been issued before the end
of 1481 by the Hospital of St. Mary Rounceval at Charing
Cross. St. Mary Rounceval was notorious for fund-raising
of this sort, and indeed Chaucer’s Pardoner was from this
hospital.

Mr. Needham has written not only about his discovery,
but also about Caxton, indulgence printing in England, and
St. Mary Rounceval, in lucid prose that is a pleasure to
read. The descriptions are necessarily detailed and techni-
cal, but no reader with an interest in the subject need be
deterred. It is a clear and fascinating account.

In addition to the account of the discovery, appendices
give the complete text of the indulgence; a sample list of
Caxton’s books bound together in single volumes; and a
complete, revised checklist of Caxton’s printing at Cologne,
Bruges, and Westminster. Among the numerous illustra-
‘tions is a pullout sheet displaying the quire quards at actual
size. Alas, from this illustration it is difficult to visualize the
look of the original indulgence. The vellum has warped with
time, so it is not possible simply to place the strips next to
each other; but surely computer imaging could un-warp the
vellum strips and could give us a good idea of the original
broadside’s appearance. I cannot say whether this has ever
been tried in a similar instance, but I think it could yield
interesting results.

The Printer & the Pardoner has been designed by Stephen
Harvard using Monotype Bembo and printed by the Meri-
den-Stinehour Press. Both have done their work impeccably
as always. In short, this is a book of scholarship and discov-
ery. It adds to our knowledge of Caxton, the first printer of
English, in a text that is a pleasure to read. This is a rare
combination: savor it. -S.0.8.
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