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John Peter Zenger Honored. Two hundred and fifty
years after his celebrated libel trial, New York printer John
Peter Zenger was honored in December by the civic au-
thorities whose predecessors Zenger had attacked. Mayor
Koch renamed the Wall Street site of the trial *John Peter
Zenger Square,” and in a December 9th ceremony the
Mayor and Walter Cronkite unveiled a commemorative
plaque in the rotunda of the State Supreme Court building
at 60 Centre Street — only a few blocks north of the spot
where Zenger was jailed for eight months.

Zenger, who had been an apprentice to William Bradford,
New York’s first printer, was jailed for a series of attacks

on the civic authorities in his The New-York Weekly fournal.:

His case was defended by the 80-year old lawyer from
Philadelphia, Andrew Hamilton. Zenger’s acquittal was the
foundation of the freedom of the press in this country to
criticize the authorities.

Doc Leslie’s 100th birthday. December 18, 1985 was
the 100th birthday of Dr. Robert L. Leslie, president of the
Typophiles and doyen of the New York graphic arts commu-
nity. The event was celebrated a week earlier at a gala
Typophiles luncheon; by the 18th he was ofl in Texas on
one of his flying trips. At the luncheon a box of keepsakes
in his honor was distributed to the guests,

Doc was born in New York in 1885 — the year before the
Linotype burst upon the typographic world. His first jobh
was as a lamplighter. While attending City College he
worked as an apprentice at the printing office of Theodore
Low DeVinne. He was setting type one day when DeVinne
tapped him on the shoulder and said, “Young man, I hear
you're a college man. You shouldn’t set type. You should
be in the proofroom.” From then on, Doc was a proofreader.

Alter getting his medical degree [rom Johns Hopkins, he
practiced medicine until after the first World War. He lefi
medicine in 1921 and began a long connection with the
printing industry. He was a partner in the major New York
typography house The Composing Room, but always main-
tained his interest in the history of printing as well as its
business. After the death of Paul Bennett he became the
president of the Typophiles; he sponsored a long-lived series
of lectures known as the Heritage of the Graphic Arts. In
1975 he received the first APHA Annual Award. 1t has been
a remarkable career and we join in wishing Doc a happy
birthday.

Typecasting conference. The biennial conference of the
American Typecasting Fellowship is scheduled for July 10
through 13 in Indianapolis. This important conference
brings people involved in the history and practice of type-
casting together from all parts of the world. Speakers
planned for this year include Dr. Alexander Lawson, John
Schappler, Stan Nelson, Paul Duensing, Richard Hopkins,
David Peat, David Churchman, Stephen Saxe, and Harold
Berliner. Full details of agenda and cost can be obtained
from David C. Churchman, Sterling Type Foundry, P.O.
Box 50234, Indianapolis, IN 46250, The conference is open
to all; previous ones held in England, Washington, D.C.,
and New Rochelle have been extraordinarily interesting and
have aided in the preservation and use of much threatened
typecasting equipment,

Oldest Typographic Book — in print again. After
you have the world’s smallest book safely on your shelves,
you may want to fill in your collection with a copy of the
42-line Bible, the first book to be printed from type. A new
exact reproduction of the Mazarin copy has been produced
in France by a small firm, Editions les Incunables, in two
volumes- at $4,500 delivered. The Gutenberg Bible, with
two volumes of commentary in English, is available in the
U.S. through Midwest Library Service (11443 St. Charles
Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044.)
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Printing History, the journal of APHA, will have a new
Editor as of issue No. 15, due in June. Dr. Anna Lou Ashby.,
who had edited PH since No. 11 (1984) has felt it necessary
to give up direction of the publication because of the pressure
ol her duties at the Pierpont Morgan Library, The new
Editor, appointed by President E.H. “Pat” Taylor with the
approval of the APHA Board, is Renée Weber. who is
Curator of Special Collections at Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity Library. Printing History correspondence should be
sent to Renée Weber, Editor, Fairleigh Dickson University
Library, Special Collections, Madison, NJ 07940.

Dr. Ashby has the thanks and appreciation of APHA for
her able and dedicated work. She continued and maintained
the high standard of Printing Histery and we are sorry (o lose
her.

Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting of the American
Printing History Association is scheduled for Saturday, Jan.
25, 1986 at 2 P.M. in the Trustees Room of the New York
Public Library. In addition to Olfficers’ reports, the APHA
Annual Awards — individual and institutional — will be
made, followed by a reception. A full report on the meeting
and the awards will be in the next issue of the Newsletter.

APHA membership roster, Later this yearitis APHA's
intention to publish a complete membership roster listing
all members as of March 31. The [orm of the roster has not
yet been determined. The APHA Board feels the need for
the listing because there has not been one published since
1982, Present membership is 1,200, distributed over the
United States and Canada, as well as Europe, the British
Isles, and the Far East.

Printing History back issues. Back files of Printing
History, APHA’s scholarly journal, are offered at a lowered
price for a limited time. Issues 1 through 10 (1979 through
1983 inclusive) are available for $40 including postage and
handling, If purchased separately the total cost would nor-
mally at $75. Orders will be accepted until February 28,
1986, alter which these issues will no longer be available,
so in effect this is the last opportunity for any person or
institution to acquire a complete set of the early issues.
Make check payable to APHA and send to APHA Back
Issues, P.O. Box 4922, Grand Central Station, New York,
NY 10163.
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